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Drzo.omons 'of Ne some- 
times happen unexpettedly, and in the 
ſpace betwirt a Dissolution and a Ge- 
neral Election, the small voice of reaton 
i» vat heatd 7h dne, 1 chal 
therefore endeavour to gain some atten- 
tion to that voice, while there 1 16a chance 
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that it may not be overpowered 'by the 
rattling: of carriages during a canvas 
through the county. ... Aceordingly, I 
shall place before my brother-freeholders 
the thoughts which occurred to me upon 
reading the first literary 1 of 
our young Candidate from Rutla! 


This Address, appears to me little 
less Surprising, than it is confessediy 


premature“. 


To the GENTLEMEN, CLERGY; and FREE. 
HOLDERS of the County of LINCOLN. 


| GENTLEMEN, 


AN address from me, W e e funds | 
appear a little premature; but I feel it a pleasant and 
an honourable duty, and incumbent upon me, to re- 
turn my most respectful acknowledgments and tincere 
thanks to yery many friends, worthy Electors of the 
County of Lincoln, for their partiality to me, and the 
cordial and unsollcited offers of theit Support to place 
me in the distinguished Situation of a Representative 
of the County in Parliament, upon the present vacan- 
e W as it might have hazarded the peace of the 
County, 


[2 

besides the Nga | qualifications fora 
Knight of a Skire;: there ate tbytt ober 
which I have been accustomed to Look 
for, and in the Memhers for this county 
have n found; namely, an e 


| 3 Veh de rt rg 20 


County Jaw eee Aal mecttheitapprobation 
in cheerfully :rificing my wishes to the preserva- 
tion of it; co Hently ttusting; that 1 may look fot- 


ward and chorich the very flattering hope of their au- 
port and renewed exertions in my favour at the ne 
General Election; as I beg leave to intimate to t 
worthy Electbrs of the County of Lincoln, and par- 
uculariy do n numerous and res pected friends, thut 
it is my intention on that occasion to make a tender 
of my setvices, which shall ever be devoted to the in- 
terests of the County, and the-nipport of the Consti- 


tutional Laws ot ſhe Kingdom 
have che honourtto ben,, 
| Wine Geſdrence eee, ol 10 
Er avec 1121 wo'l 
Four our faithful and ode A ene «Fic M Un 
07 Jon. 1c: tx HEATHCOTE: 


Nonnaxros;Þ nige 07 (2b, on 


1 27th, 1794. 
blished 


1 8 3 
- blihedcharaRer, for independency, a 
competent knowledge of county busi- 
end, a residence within the county. 

Wagsdöitfie h: By indepenuency I mean, 
n spirit whieh sets ta man above the fear 
of offending any one by a faithful dis- 
charge of his duty, 1 do not wish; that 
the Knight, of a Shire chobld sbew his 


Perverse independeney, by constantly 
*purting 8. J dragec chain upon the wheels 

785 Ne OT . 161 

HE C overnment: 8 or D the more he, 9085 

| them; in any manner, unnecemariſyʒ the 


more we n must pay 'for ol to keep them 
a going. Neither do 1. forbid, bim, 
on the other hand} to look forward to a 
more elevated dignity, as the rechmpense 
of long and able services to his country. 
Few men have Stronger pretensions to 
such elevation, than falthfüf nights of 
nites:' 1 requite hit only, not to sa- 


crifice his duty to such deten et 
271 AFL * 
bed 241g F 
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In some particulars, I would have hit 
display a spirit of independeney even 
towards the frecholders horm le repre· 
sents. When they devitevany thing in- 
compatible with the general good of the 
kingdom, as local interests sometimes 
prompt men to do; then I would;have 
him consider himself as a Member of Pare 
liament; as delegated, on account of his 
eminent character for wisdom and inte- 


grity, to deliberate and determine for bis 


countrymen generally and equally; for those 
who have no vote in any election what 


ever, and who have no rational cause of 


complaint on that score, while Parlia- 


ment continues to act, as it does, upon | 


this comprehensive principle. 


31 10 11% 42vDD ado 3713 


8: 'should_ be „ also, to see him 


courting Mews for of freehc olders by an 
indiscriminate boxitelih, 3 by auf 


eher his t town-residence to be made 4 
tavern, 


— 


H 1 
tern, of bis country-segt a victualling 
honee, to gvery impugent intruder that 
hes vaterto! give. or, with - hold from, 
hin. de mayo heat, at proper hours, 
what any of his alectors or other neigh» 
bours have to say; and in this way he 
may gather with caution, some useful 
truchs; though, after all; an intimate 
acquaintance with the county can alone 
guard him from being imposed upon by 
intertztad information; But it is on 
ching, to hear what a man has to ga 
and another, to coax him with e notice 
and distinction to Which he has no rea- 
zonable pretensions. Indeed, 1; dighke 
the;coaxing of frecholders by any device 
whatever; even by; subseribing * 1 4 
to, su pport the noble diversion of fox- 
hunting, But 1 86 mot apprehend that 
apportunities of p prac Limo dere this rap, can 


 vfte N gecur;, becaus ele- Ty 2 there | 
(f119 83 are 
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are not many LAY. parties in 
the kingdom that would accept their 
chief support from a gentleman, whose 
residence three score miles from the 
scene of the diversion must generally 
preclude his joining in it. 


These are some of my expectations 
with regard to the independency of cha- 
racter in a County Member. But what 
can be said of any young man of ten- 
ty*, in these respects, except that he has 
no character at all? He is about to form 
and establish one; but his nearest 
friends, even his tutor, cannot pro- 
nounce with any assurance what it 
vill be. 1 225 

g . It appears from the newspaper account of the 
rejoicings at Normanton, on Sir G.'s coming oF 
AGE, that the date of this auspicious event is Oct. 4, 
1794+ The date of his ADÞRE55 1s Aug. 27, 1794. 
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To the numerous freeholders of this 
extensive county Sir Gilbert's embryo- 
character must be generally unknown, 
whatever may be prognosticated about it 
by.the few freeholders of Rutland. In- 
deed we know not in Lincolnshire what: 
conjectures even they have formed. The 
celebratea Mr. Brothers had lately some 
fellow - prophets in Rutland, not far: 
from Wissendine, who are said to have 
sold their estates, and joined him in 
London, with a view to another crusade; 
but I do not hear that they made any 
prognostications about the future cha- 
racter of Sir Gilbert. For my part, I 
have heard some things for, and no- 
thing against him: “Tros, Rutulusve, 
fuat; -I will do him justice. The per- 
anal ter vice of himself and his family, 
in the internal defence of the kingdom; 


is a matter of most just commenda- 
04 x 


tion. 


WS 


tion . The volunteer forces, legally 
appointed, have most nobly seconded 
the efforts of his Majesty's other forces, 
in the defence of their country. T hey 
have maintained its internal peace by 
the happiest of all means,—laying their 
hands upon their Swords, and shewing 
themselves prepared to maintain it. Pa- 
triotism more true, more seasonable, or 
more salutary, was never exhibited in 
England. It is not, therefore, Sir Gil- 
bert Heathcote, (whom I revere on this 


I would the same spirit prevailed a little more in 
LincoLnswiRe! The number of gentlemen in this 
county, —heads cf ancient families, and possessing 
ample estates (or heirs apparent of such) and of an 
Age not too stiff for a LITTLE military discipline— 
is large. But the number of such Gentlemen who 
have actually stood forward in this important business 
(exclusive of the militia) what is it? A short clas- 
sical quotation will express this number most tenderly: 

— en quatuor Vino. 


wo 5 SOR 
's C 2 account,) 
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account,) but it is every man of his 
short standing in the world, that seems 
to me to want the first qualification for 
6 TOTS a County in Parliament. 

With respect to the gecend—a compe- 
tent knowledge of county-business, or 
of any public business whatever—the 
tender years of Sir Gilbert render- many 
remarks cruel and unnecessary. But one 
is too important to be omitted. What 
sort of a Representative do we want, 
as well on other accounts, as particu- 
larly to forward our great works of 
Drainage; which, after all that we have 
done, remain very imperfect? To what | 
Sort of a man should we look for as» 
sistance®, in removing that scandal to 
the county, the horrible collection of 


* I hope that no man shrinks from representing 
the county, in order to avoid a sort of necessity of 
giving chis assistance. 

{ a 1 Waters 


rs J 

waters in Tux Fens on its eam n side, 
which at present'yield us little — ' than 
pestilential air, rotten. sheep, - Starved 
geese, and stunted cattle instead of 
grain and meat in a glorious abundance? 
Various contending elaims will proba- 
bly obstruct the great work of appor- 
tioning these 40,000 acres. Great mes 
(as usual) will not be satisſied without 
great Shares *, And * henever We enter 
upon the business, we shall have many 
calls to make on the patience, imparti- 
ality, disinterestedness, and knowledge of 
our Representatives in Parliament. 


* I have heard (with pleasure rather than surprise) 
that the principal claimants, the Duchy Court of 
Lancaster and its Lessee, would be satisfied with an 
equitable and reasonable share, far less than the coun- 
ty was once (perhaps insidiously) taught to believe 
that they would demand; and if they be themselves 
thus exemplary, I hope they will do us the further 
kindness to inet that other great claimants shall 
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Now supposing this knowledge to be 
even as premature in Sir Gilbert, as the 
Address which I am considering; yet we 
may expect that he is turning his mind 
towards foreign travel; in order, among 
other things; to improve his on coun- 
try by what he finds good, and to defend 
it from what he sees bad in others. Haps 
py as Englishmen are, if they knew theit 
own happiness, yet some hints might 
doubtless be gathered in other countries 
for our further improvement. And as 
to warnings against what is bad, Europe 
now presents to us a harvest of * 
Et, unfortunately abundant. 3 


In case then of this penigtioadony 
land perhaps in many other cases) as 
single Member, however active, is pre- 
sumed to be insufficient for this exten» 
give county, | l foresec the business of 
it left to a Steward; a very ' worthy. many 
wo 1 as 


( 17 } 
as I hear, and of personal consequences 
enough to be mistaken by strangers for 
his Principal; but not one, at Whose 
levee the Gentlemen of the county, have 
ing business to conduct, would feel 


themselves comfortable in attending 
There is an old-fashioned pride still sub- 


sisting among these men; which induces. 
them to fancy, that they are not all of 
them utterly unequal to the transaction 


of the county- business, and that they: 


have no occasion to import either an 


Assistant, or a Deputy- Assistant, from 


any of the charitable counties around 
them. 


However, if nothing less than a \ Shire 


can satisfy the ambition of our young 
Knight-Errant, might not Rutland be 


Sufficient for him at present? May he 


not hope for better success there in his 


own person, his office of Sheriff being 
discharged, 


T 0 


discharged, than he found for- his Re- 
lation on the 26th of September, 1795 
that glorious day for the independeney 
of Rutland; on which the freebolders 
made a choice that has filled all the sur- 
rounding counties with admiration! 
And might not one of the present 
Knights judiciously betake himself to 
some of the many cities or Boroughs! in 
the kingdom, which are apt to like a 
man the better for having never seen or 
heard of him before? Of this propensity 
the city of Lincoln seldom fails to give 
à proof, once in seven vears. The bo- 
roughs of Grimsby and Boston, also, 
have shewn no great dislike to novel 
faces; insomuch that a man fresh im- 
ported from. the East-Indies has for 
once had excellent success in one of 
them; and other men, as much known 
there, have all but succeeded in the other. 


oy FI 
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At this moment, a Stratagem is said to 
be formed against this latter Borough, 
that would do credit to Marshal Cler- 
faye. A strong detatchment of Burgesses, 
regularly enlisted, though not inured to 
gervice, are to escort their General, and 
perhaps one of his Aid de camps, to 
Parliament. Grantham and Stamford 
indeed are prevented from distinguish- 
ing themselves in any such ways, by the 
kind and constitutional care of the noble 
personages in their neighbourhoods. 

The third qualification appears to me, 
on some accounts, even more indispens- 
able than the other two. 


A Member for a County should be an 
inhabitant of it*, Here it is that I make 
A tend. 7 my 


o By stat, 23 Hen, VI. c. 14. (and some other 
statutes) this was a NECESSARY QUALIFICATION, 


These were repealed by stat. 14 Geo: III. e. 58. 
The 


t 20. ] 


my chief stand, in objecting to Sir Gil- 
bert Heathcote. Here I invoke my bro- 
ther- freeholders to consult alike their 
honour and their quiet. Shall we con- 
fess that the county of Lincoln, which 
may be compared to a spacious and no- 
ble mansion, is unable to furnish with- 
in itself two fit Representatives in Par- 
liament ? And mus! we fetch one of them 
out of such a mouse-hole as Rutland? 
Forbid it all the feelings of Gentlemen, 
and of men! : "© 

But, passing the matter "of Honour ; 
shall we suffer any neighbouring —_— | 


The propriety of this repeal, as to SHIREs, may well 
be doubted. And as to CI rIES and BoxOVORS, the 
FORMAL REPEAL of the old statutes was an impor- 
tant change in our ConsTITUT10N. (By our CON- 
STITUTION, I mean, the Government of this 
kingdom, as by Law established.) It laid them Di-, 
RECTLY open to influence 2 Venere a _ 


Kuarter. | cok 4 
to 


1 27 ) 
to throw among us, once in every seven 
years, the apple of Discord? And shall 
we retain the bitter taste of it, in shy- 
nesses, animosities, and heart- burnings, 
till the same fatal septennial gift is a- 
gain presented to us? Let us vehemently 
say No: The Knights of our Shire 
shall, both of them, have their principal 
mansions, and chief residence, bona fide, 
within it. If either of. them lives an 
inch beyond zhe line, he may as well live 
in the furthest part of the kingdom. 
Without such a rule as this, our peace 
will be continually disturbed by our o- 
pulent Borderers. It is no matter where 
his property lies: we are to be represent- 
ed by, and communicate with, him, and 
not his acres. We will have the man 
himself among us. And we will not be 
dragged out of our own county, to con- 
fer with our Members on the business 


- ST 4A 
0 ad» = " ;, " of 
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| of it, except to London during the Ses- 
sion of Parliament. : There indeed we 
shall rejoice to hear of their diligent at- 
tending; and shall account them as well 
engaged, as in running down all the fox- 
es, ſlaughtering the birds, or advertising, 
meuacing, and bringing to justice, all the 
unqualified rascals in the County “.“ 


But now, quitting heroics and the 


plural number, let me ask, If one of our 
Members 


* When, upon the final determination of such a 
question, as THE ABOLITION OF THE 
SLAVE-TRADE, (to say nothing about many o- 
ther questions) only 144 Members conceive it to be 
their duty to attend the House of Commons; one 
cannot forbear to ask, Why are 558 sent thither? 
and to hope that the sooner a dissolution of Parlia- 
ment happens, the sooner this insufferable neglect of 
duty, and this outrage against decency, in gentlemen 
on BoTH sides of the question, will be noticed nl 
corrected,” 7 181 
Many persons are now 2 W a RE- 


form of Parliament, with a real view of subverting it. 
| Le? "A 


t 23 1 
Members may live in Rutland, why is 
this exclusive privilege, of deserting us, 
assigned. to bim?—And why may not 
the other claim our content to live i in 
any of the conti guous counties of Vork, 
Nottingham, Leicester, Northampton, 
Cambridge, or Norfolk? A few additi- 
onal 5stage coaches would carry freehold- 
ers, upon any business, to the residence 
of one Member; and then, across their 
own County, to the residence 1 the 


A reform in one respect, however, would stand clear 
of all danger; and that is, an enforcement of a much 
more regular attendance of the members on all par- 
liamentary duties. By the way, this would save the 
trouble of SOLICITING attendance, by letters and 
message - cards, on PRIVATE as well as public bills; 
a practice, which to old fashioned e appears tz 
a little indecorous. 

The nation in ap yet 'decitleaty with/par- | 
liament, and I bope will long continue to be sq but 
the strongest attachments may be weakened and dis- 


nr 


Solyed by needless and habitual neglects. - 


* 


other. 


2 


142 
other. By which means, a knowledge 
of the state of our Agriculture (among 


other things) would inevitably be ac- 
quired, almost as accurate and perfect, 2A 


as that obtained by the ingenious Mr, 


Stone, from his birds-eye view during 
his late fight over Lincolnshire. In 
which case, I cannot forbear to payee to 
myself the placid looks, and to imagine 
the agreeable sensations, of our old 
Lincolnshire families, when they drink 


after dinner (as is usual in Clubs) 72 


the bealth of our absent Members. 


When J express $0 much satisfacti- 
on at the residence of our Knights in 


London, I must be supposed to speak 
of it only as implying an attendance on 
their important duties in Parliament. 


It would give me no pleasure to hear of 


their frequent meetings (except for pur- 


poses merely convivial) at the Thatched 
House 


25 J 

House Tavern; —of taking the sense of 
the County at a Lincolnshire Club; which, 

however personally respectable, has not 
yet received a deputation to judge of all 
county matters for those who reside 
constantly upon their estates in the 
country. We have a Sb;re- Hall (though 
as a structure it does us no great cre- 
dit,) in which any extraordinary public 
business can be transacted, and especi- 
ally County Eloctions can be gertled, with 
more general convenience and satisfac- 
tion than in the fairest building in 
London. But here some late transacti- 
ons, in many more shires than one, 
impel me to remind Hicn-SuRRirrs, 
that the calling of county- meetings on 
Saturdays, is neither eivil towards the 
clergy, nor tending to any real advan- 
toge of the laity. As to the former; it 
is beckoning to them with one hand, 
11 : and 


1 W 


and pushing them back with the other; 
a mode of invitation somewhat hiber- 
nian in its conception, and certainly 
not british in point of liberality. With 
regard to the laity; I can sec no other 
advantage in tbeir assembling at the 
county-town on Saturday, than that 
they may travel home again on Sunday, 
and so not have à lot day. Now, what - 
ever a few superior geniuses may think 
concerning Religion (when they think 
about it at all) I believe that those a- 
mong the Gentry of Lincolnshire, to- 
wards whom we are accustomed to look 
with the greatest respect, do reverence 
it sincerely. And I am sure that these 
are not the times, in which any man 
will shew an open contempt of it in the 
face of the world; unless he wishes to 
discourage and disarm all persons who 
are attached to our subsisting order of 
Bus 15 things; 


22 
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things; and to create, —and expose his 
country to the furious aggressions of, 
a lawless, unprincipled, savage, atheist- 
ical, frenchified multitude. Since I am 
very far from imputing such thoughts 
and wishes to any High-Sheriff of our 
own, Ican only lament that inadvertency 
and inconsideration have lately caused, 
in this respect, very just offence to many 
zober-· minded persons amongst us. 

With regard to the wording of this 
notable Address, some remarks are suf- 
ficiently obvious. I do not mean to 
question either the elegance or the cri- 
tical exactness of its style. In Knights 
of Shires we look to more important 
things than these. They are dispensed 
with, in these personages, in all parts 
ef the kingdom; as the Advertizements 
before and after a General Election ne- 
ver fail to testify. The Agents on these 


| E occasions 


1 
occasions are oftener men of business 


than of letters. The Chaplain is engaged 
per haps in keeping the voters in good 
humour; ; he cannot always be at hand; 

and possibly might be so in vain. 


But let me ask, Was it likely, « on the 
last occasion, that we should elect A 


gentleman, whoge unripe years incapa- 
citated him from voting or sitting in 
the House of Commons? And if the 
statute 7 and 8 W. c. 25. ” remains 
unrepealed, I believe this was actual 


— 7219 
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* « No pervom berater shall be CAPABLE or BY. 
« 1y6 ELECTED i Membet to serve in this,%or Ant 
« &UTURE Parliament, ho is not of the age of one: 
« and-twenty years: and every election or return 
« any person under that age is hereby declared to 
« gULL AND voID: and if any such Member here- 
« after chocen shall nk ve er 0M. vor in 
« Parliament, he shall incur such penalties and fo 
« feitures as if he had presumed to sit and vote 1 
* Parliament without being chosen or returned. 


and 8 W. C. 25. 8. 8. N | 
the 


1 29 ] 


the case with Sir Gilbert. The Election 
was Sept. 18, 1794. He came of age 
(as we, hear). on or about Oct. 4. 1794+ 
Now, though we are contented, and 
have always been, as far a as my memory 
extends, | without eloquent Representa- 
tives, and perhaps are as well without 
them; yet we should hardly choose to 
have them absolutely dumb, that is, in- 
capable of voting; and not only dumb, 

but deaf too; or, which is the same thing, 
excluded from hearing the deliberations 
of Parliament; except by an indulgence 
in a situation which they must beg to 
be admitted to- not very consistent 
with i their « dignity—in a eee 


the multitude. 
een 1970 


If we certainly should not have elect- 
ed such a Representative, then Sir Gil- 
bert's 8 s 5aerifice t to the peace of the county 
was not a substautial one; it was a sa- 


"Ta +» EB 2 crifits 


11 
crifice without a victim, merely smoke 
and vapour. 


But it he was, on the day of Election, 
qualified to sit and vote, why did he 
not urge his pretensions ben, rather 
than postpone them to the General 
Election? When there was an actual 
vacancy in the representation, no man 
could be justly accused of disturbing 
the peace of the county, Who had made 
a tender to it of his faithful services. 
It was then open to all; and with rea- 
son would the freeholders have thanked 
any man of character, ability, and pro- 
perty, usually residing among them, 
who would have undertaken to serve 
them without any improper views, ei- 
ther of interest or ambition. * 


Whatever cincerity there v was in n chest 
professions about the peace of the e coun- 


ty, there was undoubtedly : a discretion 
: beyond 


Y 5 

deyond the years of Siri Gilbert, For it 
was very unlikely, that the frecholdert 
in the northern division af this county 
(though Kesteven and Holland may bg 
doomed so to submit) would consent 
to have one Member whose residence 
is near its southern extremity, and anos 
ther whose residence was not within it 
all. Neither would he have found it very 
easy, to resist successfully his-Competitor 
on that occasion; whose venerable Fa- 
ther (knowing precisely the value of a 
Seat in Parliament) would probably have 
displayed in his behalf some of that ho- 
nest energy and vehemence with which 
nature has so liberally endowed him. 

But now, what is to become of this 
precious peace at che approaching Gene- 
ral Election ꝰ ? Has our Member in the 
four last Parliaments declared his inten- 


See the Dialogue zubjbined. 
5 tion 
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non of retiving?.or have the frecholdeys 
expressed their wish that he would do 
$0? I reside constantly in Lincolnshire, 
and have heard neither of these things. 
Are we to have that most undes irable of 
all contests, a contest of purses ? Ittust 
there 1s too much spirit in this county 
to suffer an old and tried Friend to be 
glbowed out of his place by the over- 
powering fortune of a young, untried, 
i _— somewhat forward Acquaintante, 0 

The established rule has been, ont 
Member from the Division of Lindsey, 
and the other from the rest of the coun: 
ty. A rule more eguitable, or more cont 
dutive to our quiet, cannot be devisec 
Those who are now seeking ta violate 
this rule; whoever they be, may tall a 
bout their tender vegard for our fue 
and pathetirally deplore the sad effect 
of splitting a great county intg parties. 
not But 


* 
But who is it that works tliis abomĩnda 
ble mischief? They whowould maintaid 
the rule established to secure our quiet; 
or they who contemptuously trample 
upon it, and then call upon us to join 
them for the sake of the county's peace? 
must suppose they have adopted; the 
ideas of a $hrewd man, who beingrazked 
what was meant by a phrase in every 
body's mouth, the Duty of consulting 
the peace of the ton answered join: 
ing the party which seems srrongeir, 
right or wrong: But let these loquaeidus 
patrons of our peace be assured, that 
whatever resemblance may be supposed 
to exist betwixt the county of Lincoln, 
particularly the ſens of it) and the de- 
lebrated county of Bora; yet our at 
mosphere is not quite 80 thick, nor gur 
apprehensions so very dull. that we can: 


not perceive a mighty variance betwitt = 
55 their 
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their professions and their actions. and x 


let the great frecholders in the northern 
part of zur county beware of joining 
their strength, for the purpose of forg- 
ing upon us ene of their own neighbours, 
and one foreigner. They may perhaps be 
taught, that Kesteven, and. Holland can 
beiroused to attempt the honor of two 
Members, by an insulting plan to pre- 
elude them from sending one“. They 
may find; that the number of freehold- 
ers in the southern parts of the county 
is not to be altogether despised by the 
swarms from the northern bi ve; nor will 
nnn wem 4 
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| Py 9 — Djvision pt Lindzey will nt 

1 aspire to the honor of supplying the County with 14 5 
| Members, on the ground of any superior metit 

| contributing to our internal Defence for I have not 
yet heard chat it has furnizhed one $0litary volunteer. 
And yet, i it constitutes the half, at least, of the 71 
tensive County of Lincoln. 1 


219713 degenerate 


WE! 

degenerate Romans once were by the 
irruption of Goths and Vandals. 
The County Was, 'a few years since, 
sufficiently supine in all public eon- 
cerns; insomuch that the King, on re- 
celving an Address from it, upon/one 
of the late occasions, is said to have 
pleasantly observed to his attendants, 
that he had forgot that Lincolnshire 
was a part of his dominions. But there 
seems to have been lately a considerable 
portion of life and vigour infused in it. 
I could say from what quarter it has 
probably proceeded; but I zm no more 
the flatterer than the traducer of any 
man. Our Gentry begin to be known 
in the rest of England; and I hope they 
will be known as strenuous asserters 
of their independency, and as having 
men among them well qualified to con- 
duct their parliamentary concerns. 
— F | For, 
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For, if we. must deal capriciously 
with our old Member, are there not men 
resident in the county, fit candidates 
for our favour? I do not intimate who 
they are; because I write not to serve 
the purpose of any man. But of several 
it may doubtless be said most truly, 
that they maintain in their own per- 
sons that revered character, which their 
families have supported during many. 
generations, . 

Upon the whole, this Address appears 
to me inconsiderate, indecorous, and 
presumptuous; and if the spirit of 
Lincoinshire be not sunk past all reco- 
very, I trust the Address will produce 
an effect just opposite to that which 
Was intended, by uniting the freehold- 
ers in a general resistance to this un- 
necessary, unwarrantable, and —_— 


cedented intrusion. takt 
17 
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' (BxPLANATORY or THE Apres) 
1 
BETWEEN * 


Sir 0. H. and a Plain, Lincolnebire Frebgl, 
Fe 18th, 1794- ; 20 


"FREEHOLDER, 1 


I CAME: to Lincoln, Sir Gilbert, to 
the late "Nomination (as they' call it) 
to hold up my hand for you, under- 


standing that you' meant to be out | 
Parliament- man. How came 981 ta 

disappoĩint us??? G 
Sir G. H. Sir, 1 am obliged, infinitely 
obliged to you, Very many friends, 
worthy clears, like yo urself, of the 
| F 2 county 
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county of Lincoln, (as I Stated in my 
Address which you have doubtless seen) 
from their great partiality to me, had 
offered me their support. Their names 
indeed are yet a secret. But, good Sir, 
the peace of the county might have been 
chdangered by my acceptance at present 
of the honor of representing it. And to 
that peace what would I not eri ce? 


Freebolder. Right, Sir Gilbert, right. 
Why should we all be looking shy at 
ene, another for seven years to | 
It's a; noble sacrifice. Im so pleased 
with it, I'll give you my vote as long as 
I can speak. Then you mean to wait 
till there's another vacancy. p. 

Sir G. H. Till the next Genera 
Election, Woge 2 


Freebolder. O1 then the young Gen 


fleman, that's come in to-day, will be 
9 ; tired 


tw» 1] 
fired of Parliament in two. years, will 
he? Aye, young men are often chang- 
ing their fancirs. Row 1 8608; 
for him to say o. n N & foidw 


Sir G. F. You mistake me, Sir: he 
will not be tired, I believe; but will 17 
gain solicit the Honbr of yout 'suppott. 


Freeholder. Then the good old Gentle- 
man, who has Served us this many years, 
be thinks it time to retire. Well! 2 
man cannot work” all his life Tong: 2 


KN 


little rest should come at last. = N 


; Sir 6. K. No, sir; ; you have not: yet 
guess d right. He has intimated | no 
such thing. 22 3 
Freebolder. Then it muit be, that we 
are to have three Members ; and this is 
the Reformation of Parliament they talk 
so much' about. For my part, I think 
the nation has already as many as they 
ben can 


[ 40 ] 


word back again. They are apt to make 
tuch a bouncing about a wry word or tu 
which a man may let fall, (especially if 
be nettles some of em who durst not 
complain of the real offence) that 1 be- 
lieye t the 8afest.. way, i, is, to s nothing 
at all about em. ; 


35:53 ys t 

Sir 8. . Sir, whore will «ti 1 * 
Hoon be only two Members,. But if the 
ad gentleman (as you call bi m) should 
find that it is day Intention to make a 
tender of my Services to the county, he 
may think it wise not to stand a con- 
test; and then there will be the vacancy 
required; and Peace, the object nearest to 
my heart; will be preserved inviolate.!“ 


7f5tl 01 turn 2 


+ Dreehulder- Whatl "would you turn. 
out a Man whom 1 have 8 for ever 
einge I had a. vote to give? . 2 


= 4 
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Sir. G. F. No, Sir; by no means, I 
would only set before him @ reasonable 
motive for withdrawing e You-gee, 
Sir, the wide difference. er yhod 


PFreeholder. No: W 1 ee no difs 
ference at all. But Tcan see one thing; 
that you are determined to be in for 
the county, whatever misehief may 
come of it. Is this your care, Sir Gi 
dert, for our peace? However, IN do 
you the justice to say, I don't believe 
this Address was of your on contriv- 
ing. I still think much better of ye 
A young man would have dealt more 
openly with us, than to talk about sa- 
crificing to our peace to day, when he 
meant that this peace should be satri- 
ficed to him two Fears hence. But the 
eld politician (whoever he was that wrots 
it) has over Shot the mark a fittle, Por 
in one — of the Address he makes you 

say 


[#) 
say, that you would not hazard the 
peace of the county; when, in truth? 
there was a place vacant for any proper 
body that would ask for it: And in a- 
vother part (now that you've explained 
it to me) it is pretty clear that you'll 
hazard any thing, rather than not come 
in at the next General Election. Just 
like some Patriots (as they call them. 
selves) now alive; Who would rather 
zee the kingdom in flames, than not 
rule it themselves. Remember, Sir, 1 
did not promise you my vote on such 
terms. III keep it for a man who will 
care for our peace one year as much as 
another. And when we can't find such 
a man; our votes, frecholds, elections, | 
members, and the county itself, may all 
go to any person, Who thinks that in 
such a case they are things worth hav- 


ing and keeping. Or and 
* POSTSCRIPT, 


„ 
POSTSCRIPT. 


I HAVE just seen an apology for de- 
clining. to vote on the Slave-Trade; 
which appears to me very deserving of 
attention. | 

The Shes tells his bpm. 
that he detests the Trade, but dislikes 
the mode of abolishing it. He thinks 
that the public should make a compen- 
ation for the Loss which would ensue 
from the abolition of a practice sancti- 
oned and encouraged by former parlia- 
ments. And he observes, that neither 
the Petitions for abolishin g have pro- 
posed, nor does ministry favour, such 
a compensation. Abhorring to vote 
against the Abolitian, and unwilling to 
be unjust to any man, he abstained 
from voting. 


If 


[ 44 } | 

If I thought that this fair reason had 
operated with three or four hundred other 43 
members, on March 15, 1796, 1 would 1 
durn this little book, rather than pu | 
lish some of the Remarks at page 22. 112g 


But there is no ground for Laps | 


ing that it had so very extensive an d 
peration. And I fear that the thin at- 
tendance on that day may be ascribed 
partly, to a fear of offending particular 
bodies of electors, at a juncture some- 
vrhat critical; but chiefly to that fri 
volous inattention to solid and — 
tant duties, by which the an e 
* in general, and not any body of men WAY 
n is unhappily distinguished. 1 
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